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Peace Treaties: 
claims of 
smaller nations 


4 OWEVER much we may 

sympathise with the claims 
of the smaller nations to have 
some effective voice in the shap- 
ing of the peace-treaties, we 
must face the fact that, if they 
made good their claims, there 
would be no peace-treaties at all. 
It may not be good policy on 
Russia’s part to be so starkly un- 


Observer’s 
Commentary 


compromising towards their claims; 
but it is honest. Whatever peace- 
treaties there are have been produced 
by desperately hard bargaining be- 
tween the Big Three: they are based 
on a precarious compromise. 

There is nothing to be gained 
by disturbing — it. If the small 
nations had their way the whole 
thing would be in the melting pot 
again, without any chance of prin- 
ciples of justice prevailing any more 
than they. have so far, 

That is not Russia’s fault. Russia, 
quite honestly, does not agree with 
the Western powers as to what prin- 
ciples of justice are. What Russia 
regards as just, the Western powers 
do not. What the Western powers 
regard as just, Russia does not. The 
struggle is as elemental as that, 


Britaia’s threefold character 


RITAIN has a threefold character, 

as a political entity. It is: (1) a 
domestic democracy; (2) the leader 
of a “commonwealth ” of democratic 
nations; and (3) the possessor of an 
empire. In characters (1) and (2) 
it can fairly claim to be a higher kind 
of political organisation than Soviet 
Russia. Both at home and in its re- 
lation to the Commonwealth, it is an 
example of the free society. But in 
character (3) it is inferior to Russia. 
Whereas Russia regards the members 
of subject races as equal citizens, 
Britain treats them as inferiors. In 
fact the European Russians act as 


(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 
ee eS 


RELEASE 


NE of our friends who has been working 
“on the land, and has just been granted 
release, has an idea which we commend to all 
in a similar position. More than that, he has 
put the idea into practice, and we hope that 
others may feel disposed to do likewise. En- 
closing the sum of 15s. he writes: “ Herewith 
my very small thank-offering for release after 
¥ don’t know how long—sometimes it has 
seemed interminable. But however much I 
have strained at the leash, however irksome 
1 have found my duties, the fact that there 
were so many. so mu is 4 
Mee oligo ene ch less fortunate, is a 

It is not surprising that young men, sud- 
denly taken away for years from the life which 
they had chosen, should feel thankful to Jeave 
compulsory war-time service ag soon as 
possible. and get back to their rea! work. 

Conditioned existence under compulsion con- 
tradicts the free spirit for which pacifism and 
true democracy stand. Our movement has 
shown that, given free choice of constructive 
service for mankind, many pacifists feel 
drawn to community experiment. which often 
looks to agriculture as its basic function, 

Whatever you fee’ it is right to do upon ré- 
lease, you have our sympathy and support. If 
in return, like th’ young. friend we have 
quoted, you feel able to support us in the 
form of a contribution to Headquarters Fund, 
we shall] be grateful. 

MAUD ROWNTREE, 
CORDER CATCHPOOL, 
Joint Treasurers. 

Contributions to HQ Fund since July 26: 

£6 8s. 10d. Year's total to date: £241 6s. 2d. 


Donations to the fund should be gent, marked 
Headquarters Fund,’’ to the Treasurers at 


Travell 


plenty in Europe 


GOVERNMENT’S REPLY 


HE Government White Paper, published last week, which re- 
views the world food shortage between April and June of this 
year disposes finally of the many recent reports, supplemented by 
auestions in the House of Commons, of plentiful food supplies in 


Europe. 


The White Paper admits there is a 
higher level of consumption enjoyed 
by favoured individuals who can afford 
to buy on the black market, but goes 
on to state: “ Indeed, the flourishing 
black-markets, which have grown up, 
particularly in some European 
capitals, have given rise to many 
travellers’ reports of plenty. But such 
plenty can occur only at the expense 
of the bulk of the population and the 
ordinary town dweller cannot afford 
to augment his diet over the bare 
ration level to any very” great 
extent.” 

As members of the Combined Nutri- 
tion Committee stated in their report: 

“There is abundant evidence that 

a very large proportion of con- 
sumers in the towns of the three 
zones obtain food over and above 
the authorised rations. For obvious 
reasons the relatively well-to-do 
benefit by the acquisition of this 
additional food toa greater extent 
than do poorer families. The Com- 
mittee is of the opinion § that 
potatoes contribute by far the most 
significant part of this supplement- 
ary supply.” 


Potatoes Save Situation 


It is unquestionable, in the opinion 
of this committee, that potatoes were 
the means of saving the situation 
during the past six months and as the 
White Paper warns when citing 
statistics regarding the weekly bread 
ration of the various countries “com- 
parisons should not be made without 
reference to supplies of other foods, 
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“Tt is evident that about half the 
world’s population was subsisting be- 
fore the war at a level of food con- 
sumption which was not high enough 
to maintain normal health, allow for 
normal growth of children, or furnish 
enough energy for normal work.” 

This is one of the conclusions 
reached by the Food and Agricultural 
Organisation in its world food survey, 
which covers 70 countries represent- 
ing 90 per cent. of the world popula- 
tion, The survey is the starting point 
for future scientific and economic 
work of the FAO, and will form the 
basis for long-range food policy plans 
to be considered at its Copenhagen 
conference, opening on September 2. 
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not only bulk items such as potatoes 
but foods which supply variety as 
well as calories, eg., meat, fats, 
sugar, etc.” 

Thus, in the case of Great Britain, 
although the bread ration of 63 oz. 
per week for a normal adult is less 
than that in liberated Europe, the 
overall food position is much better. 
A further illuminating instance of 
this is to be seen in the figures show- 
ing that in Yugoslavia, Italy and 
Austria the individual consumption 
of sugar was less than 10 lbs. in the 
YEAR 1945-46. These three 
countries, together with Czecho- 
slovakia and Germany, also consumed 
less than 20 ibs. per head of fats in 
the year, which included fats for 
technical purposes. 

While hopes are expressed that the 
present position in Europe can be held 
until the new harvest relieves the 
immediate strain it is stressed in the 
White Paper that present calorie 
levels are generally lower than those 
ruling towards the end of last year, 
and in many countries are too low to 
be endured for long without grave 
results. 

Assuming reasonably satisfactory 
weather conditions up to harvest time, 
however, the total food output of 
Continental Europe in 1946-47 may 
be estimated at 90 per cent. of pre- 
war, compared with 80 per cent. last 
year. The imports needed on this 
supposition to bring over-all consump- 
tion to 2,500 calories (i.e., 90 per cent. 
of pre-war) would amount to at least 
15,000,000 tons of wheat equivalent 


Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., W.C.1. | This represents an inerease above the 


13,500,000 tons imported during 1945- 
46 to achieve a lower average calorie 
intake than 2,500. 


Children of the ages between 6 and 
18 would appear to suffer most from 
calorie deficiency in rations, which is 
reflected in retarded or arrested 
growth. Children in this group are 
generally underweight; indeed, a pro- 
portion is losing weight and signs of 
malnutrition and anemia are 
prevalent. 

One important omission in the 
White Paper is the comparative 
figures for India and Far Eastern 
countries, though the report states: 
“There can be little doubt that the 
diets of large sections of their popu- 
lations are no better and may be 
worse than town dwellers in ex- 
enemy countries in Europe.” The 
most dangerous period for India and 


ers’ tales of 


DICK SHEPPARD 
MEMORIAL 


A STAINED-GLASS window, 
“in memory of Canon H. R. L. 
Sheppard, was dedicated in the 
Great Cloister of Canterbury 
Cathedral by Dr. Fisher, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, last 
Monday. Dick Sheppard, foun- 
der of the PPU, died in October, 
1987, and was formerly Vicar of 
St, Martin-in-the-Fields, Trafal- 
gar Square, W., «ud Dean of 
Canterbury. 

The address at the dedication 
service was given by Canon 
J. M. C. Crum, formerly of Can- 
terbury, and a close friend of 
Dick Sheppard. The  me- 
morial was designed by Mr. Hugh 
faston, and would have been in 
place more than six years ago 
but for the war. 


the Far Eastern countries will be 

in the months prior to the next rice 

harvest in November and December. 

The average consumption of rice in 
India and Far Eastern countries be- 
fore the war was estimated, after 
allowing for exports, at about 
138,000,000 tons, but in view of the 
rapid population increase wowld to- 
day have to be about 152,000,000 tons 
to give the same supply per head. 
Current production is estimated at 
about 117,000,000 tons annually, leav- 
ing a deficit of 35,000,000 tons. 


GOSPEL FOR THE GERMANS 


Let me pay this tribute to my 
country. I am naturally enam- 
oured of the right of free speech, 
and hon. Members who have come 
here for the first time since the 
war might be interested to know 
that this House actually tolerated 
my speaking against the war 
while the conflict was actually on. 
I appreciated that beyond all the 
cash that could be given me. 
That spirit of toleration ought to 
be imported among the German 
people. If a new way is neces- 
sary in Germany and in Europe 
generally, it is the way of life 
which we have of tolerating un- 


popular opinions... . 
I have lived long enough to be- 
lieve that the soldier, sailor, 


airman, the bomb and the gun 
will never bring peace to the 
world. I believe that the moral, 
human spirit, which we have been 
talking about today, is a million 
times more important than all 
the armies which could be sent to 
Germany. 2 

Let us, who believe we are 
among the best people in the 
world—and I am proud of our 
institutions—carry this gospel of 
justice, nay, charity, if one likes, 
and, above all, mercy, to the Ger- 
mans, and teach them that better 
way of life which we have talked 
about for so many years.— 
Mr. Rhys Davies iin the Com- 
mons debate on Germany and 
Austria, July 29, 


“Nazism is gaining ground”’ 
says Major Bramall, M.P. 


URING the course of the long de- imprisoned without any charge having 


~ bate on Germany and _ Austria, 
which lasted for more than five hours 
in the House of Commons on July 29, 
even Mr. Oliver Lyttleton, Conserva- 
tive MP for Aldershot and formerly 
President of the Board of Trade, ex- 
pressed his concern for the fostering 
of democratic institutions in Germany. 

An outstanding contribution to the 
same debate, however, was that of 
Major Ashley Bramall, recently 
elected Labour MP for Bexley, who 
explained to the House in his maiden 
speech: “I woyld not have attempted 
to speak so soon were it not for the 
fact that I have just returned from 
twelve months’ service as a military 
government officer in Germany.” 

Declaring that he wanted to see a 
sterling independenca among the 
Germans “and even defiance of 
authority if necessary, if the authority 
is being wrongly used,” he went on to 
say: “That is something very far 
from the aims of many officers who 
are administering government at the 
moment in Germany. I am afraid 
they are imbued too much with what 
has been referred to as the colonial 
spirit, and imbued, too, with the spirit 
that because we have conquered the 
Germans the individual German is a 
person to whom no attention need be 
given at all.” 


Trade Union Force 


He thought the most powerful force 
for democracy in Germany to-day was 
the trade unions, which were not given 
enough scope. “If only other people 
who are carrying Britain’s name in 
Germany to-day behaved half as well 
as the ordinary British soldier, I 
should not have had to make the_re- 
mark that Nazism is gaining ground.” 

Mr. Paget, Labour MP for North- 
ampton, pressed for an inquiry into 
the concentration camps where “at 
present 40,000 to 50,000 men are 


been levied against them.” 

“In the stresses of war, the Germans 
imprisoned in camps men they accused of 
being a menace to the safety of their State, 
and they failed to feed the inmates of these 
camps. We have hanged them for doing it. 

““We gave full publicity to what happened 
in those camps, and I ask that similar pub- 
licity be given to what is happening in our 
camps.” 


14,000,000 Expelled 


Mr. R. R. Stokes, Labour MP for 
Ipswich, referred to the 14,000,000 
people being expelled, and herded 
across Europe like a lot of cattle, ‘and 
declared: 

“The other day, when I asked the 
Secretary of State for War whether 
he could tell me how many prisoners 
of war in this country had wives and 
children who were being expelled from 
Eastern Germany and Czechoslovakia, 
he said it was too difficult to say. It 
is nothing of the sort. At every 
camp I have been into I have asked 
that question, and the camp command- 
ant has been able to tell me at once. 
The trouble is, it would be extremely 
inconvenient for the War Cffice if the 
public knew. There is no other reason 
whatever.” 


‘‘Peace in Kassel’’ 


rPHE wrecked city of Kassel is the 
=~ centre of a recently organized 
Peace Committee which is perhaps 
unique among post-war German com- 
munities for variety in members and 
activities. Established on _ the 
initiative of Quakers, the Committee 
contains representatives of the trade 
unions, the Catholic and Protestant 
Churches, the Social and Democratic 
Party, and the Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation. 

There are twelve sub-committees, 
each on a specific task, including the 
creation of a peace library and the 
production of new school textbooks. 


} 
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All letters on other than editorial matters 
should be addressed to the Manager 


The Root 


HE rejection by Russia of 

the Baruch plan for the 
establishment of a supra-national 
atomic authority has, according 
to all reports, caused a great increase 
in American suspicions of Russia. 
That is natural. For the Baruch 
plan was the most considerabje sur- 
render of power and sovereignty yet 
offered by a great nation. That it 
should be rejected by Russia, on the 
barren ground that it strikes at the 
foundation of the United Nations— 
namely, the vetospower—is a very bad 
omen indeed 

It is not easy for Englishmen to 
get into their heads that the relations 
between America and Russia are far 
more important for the peace of the 
world than the relations between 
Britain and either power. In the last 
few weeks Russia has thrust aside 
two generous offers from USA: the 
offer of a 25 year treaty for the de- 
militarisation of Germany; and the 
Baruch plan. Americans  conse- 
quently have begun to believe that 
Russia does not want peace. Russia, 
no doubt, wants peace, in the same 
sense that every great power wants 
peace, 

There jis no evidence that Russia 
wants peace in any other sense. The 
idea that she should make some sacri- 
fice for peace, in the way that the 
American offer to surrender the 
atomic know-how to a supra-national 
authority is a sacrifice, appears to be 
alien to her present mentality. It is 
dangerous sentimentality on the part 
of pacifists to ignore this patent fact. 

Indeed, unless pacifists are pre- 
pared to think straight about Russia, 
they will become ridiculous. Many 
of them appear to take fcr granted 
the theses that Russia is the one 
Socialist country in the world, that 
the rest of the world is capitalist, 
that a conflict between Socialism and 
Capitalism is inevitable, and that 
Russia iis therefore fully’ justified in 
taking every conceivable measure to 
secure herself against an attack in 
which no-one but herself believes. 

A few years ago we should hardly 
have thought it necessary to point out 
that no one who accepts these theses 
can >be a_ pacifist, But we have 
learned wisdom since. We have 
learned that pacifists can and do be- 
lieve in contradictory pninciples at the 
same time. They can believe that 
armed conflict between Socialism and 
Capitalism is inevitable, and still call 
themselves pacifists. They can do 
stranger things even than this. They 
can persuade themselves that the 
policies naturally pursued by a Social- 
ist power which does believe that 
armed conflict between Socialism and 
Capitalism iis mevitable should be 
accepted by pacifists as policies of 
peace. They can persuade themselves 
that a pacifist paper which performs 
its plain duty of drawing attention to 
these policies for what they are— 
policies which assume and prepare for 
the inevitability of war—is anti- 
pacifist, because it is anti-Russian. 
Topsy-turvydom can go no further. 

Peace News ig “anti-Russian,” at 
the present time, because a pacifist 
organ cannot be otherwise without 
ceasing to be an organ of pacifism. 
If the axioms which govern Russian 
policy are true axioms, then pa‘ifism 
is a self-deception unworthy of any 
adult mind. So, indeed, it is regarded 
and so it as treated in Russia. 

There are two fundamental axicms 
of Russian policy: one is trat armed 
struggle between Capitalism and 
Socialism is inevitable; the otaer that 
Communism is the only genuine heen 
of Socialism. Peace News is ** anti- 
Russian” .because it rezards bth 
these axioms as false and dangersus. 
and policies which are hased ae 
them as necessarily drivin the wo: 
to disaster. If -hose axioms were 
true, Britain at this moment would 


-not be peacefully cheying a Labour 


Government, but iin the throes of cavil 
war. Britain enjoys domestic peace 
because atmed — struggle between 
Capitalism and Socialism $s not in- 


evitable. Democracy is the means ef 
avoiding it. But Commanism, which 
destroys Democracy, destroys tne 


means by which the disaster can ve 


avoided. 


The Advantage of being a 


Poached Egg [OWLGLASS| 


ECENT events raise once 
again the question: Will 
man use the weapons with 
which he is so busily experi- 
menting? 

Let us examine this question 
from data in hand. Survey- 
ing the whole field of modern 
philosophy, we observe two 
main characteristics: First, a 
curious vagueness as to what 
man is and what he is for. 


You all know the case of the 
man who wandered about all day 
looking for a piece of toast, be- 
cause, as he explained, he was a 
poached egg and wanted to sit 
down. This is generally regarded 
as an extreme case of mistaken 
identity. It is not. 


TNHIS man was more fortunate 
* than the majority outside the 
institution in which he was con- 
fined. For he knew what he was, 
and consequently, he knew what 
he wanted to do. His conception 
of himself was stable. So firm was 
his faith in the poachedness of his 
own eggtitude that he would have 
rejected the most tempting offers 
of an egg-cup. 


The mass of men have no such 
happy certitude of identity and 
purpose. Had this man been like 
them, his quest would have changed 
from day to day. By the time you 
had found him a piece of toast he 
would have become a_ currant, 
looking for a bun. Had you offered 
him a bun, he would have said, 
“Wihat use is this? Give me a 
gear-box, for I am a_propeller- 
shaft, and I want to go home.” 


HE second characteristic, aris- 
ing from the first, is an in- 

variable tendency to confuse 

himself with external objects. 

Two typical examples came to 
my notice recently. One was a 
press photo of a race-horse turning 
a somersault with its hind legs in 
air. It was headed, “ The “Most 
Human Picture of the Year.” 

The other was a report of the 
increasing 
racing greyhounds in the interests 
of the book-making profession. It 
was headed “ Doge Murder.” And 
according to my Oxford dictionary, 
the word “murder” applies ex- 
clusively to the killing of human 
beings. 


YVHEN we consider man’s atti- 
tude towards inanimate 
objects, however, things are more 
serious. For he does not merely 
identify himself with them, but 
acknowledges himself their ser- 
vant. 

A bomb is, above all, an inven- 
tion. And it is a, basic principle 
of the modern religion of Mechano- 
morphism, or Machine-worship, 


TEN YEARS AGO 
Peace News, August 8, 1936. 

Pacifists from eighteen of the 
more important countries of the 
world gathered in conference at Cam- 
bridge last week under the auspices 
of the International Fellowship of 
Reconciliation to “seek renewals of 
the spiritual power and real effective- 
ness of the peace movement.” 

* * * 


In the Indian civil disobedience 
movement of 1980 and 1921 Indians 
discovered a most effective form of 
sanctions: we tried a despercte ex- 
periment and found that it worked. 

. Starting as a protest against 
the iniquitous salt tax in yemote 
coastal villages, it set fire to the 
baffled imaginations of the different 
peoples from end to end of the vast 
sub-continent, and although within 
the first fortnight of the word “ Go!” 
the great spirit and conscience of the 
movement, Mahatma Gandhi, was 
safely locked up im prison bu a 
startled Government, some hidden 
energy had been released from out of 
the depths of the subconscious of the 
sleeping giant that was once India. 
—Fredoon Kabraji. 


practice of drugging ; 


that whatever man can invent, he 
must invent; and whatever he does 
invent, he must use. 


Q)BSERVE, for instance, my 
friend Professor Dumkopf, in- 
ventor of the germ-proof spat. He 
does not like spats; they call atten- 
tion to his feet, which he regards 
as unduly large. But because he 
invented them he has to wear them, 
otherwise he weuld feel he was im- 
peding progress and becoming a 
backward race, which jig against 
his principles as a scientist. So he 
compromises by only going out at 
nights. . 

Take a more common example. 
A number of sejentists are now 
busy trying to produce a_ jet- 
propelled rocket which will take 
them to the Moon. They do not 
want to go to the Moon. They 
know it is worse than Margate in 
January. Yet they insist on going 
there, because they have invented 
the rocket and must find a use for 
‘it. 

This being so, can we seriously 
doubt that man, having invented 
the means of blowing up his planet, 
will feel impelled to blow up his 
planet? 


rpuis brings us to the latest and 
most significant example of 
projected identity. In a _ recent 


LETTERS 


Our Own Revolution 


ANTHILE I do not altogether dis- 
** agree with the letter of Mr. 
Julian “Bartlett (PN, 19-7-46) I feel 
he is not correct in stating that the 
world political choice is between 
Fascism and Communism. There is 
also Democratic Socialism, the policy 
which will eventually establish real 
Communism—that is, Communism as 
Owen and Morris, and no doubt Marx 
and Engels as well, understood it. 

“ Communism” as practised in the 
Soviet Union is State Capitalism. It 
may lead to true Communisin one day, 
but there is no Social Democracy to 
motivate and guide it, and it may just 
as well become a more efficient 
version of what it already is. To re- 
cognise this does not mean that 
Democratic Socialists should support 
the ‘“anti-Communism” of British 
Conservatives and American Free 
Enterprisers. We have our own 
revolution to make, and our own 
xlemocratic way of doing it, and we 


, do not want our energies to be deflected 


to support any of the triplet gangster- 
isms—Moscow, Mayfair, or Chicago. 
JOHN JENNINGS. 
28 Brunswick Sireet, 
Swansea, 


Captive—and Free 


TF twelve pacifists in Northampton 
area will volunteer to go with 
me to the PoW Camp at Boughton 
for twelve consecutive Sunday even- 
ings I will gladly arrange the visits. 
Having no better idea at the moment, 
I suggest we sing hymns, etc. There 
is little enough we may do but iit is 
FRIENDSHIP these desolate souls 
need, and WE can give it tio them. 

I am a toeal preacher, but will 
gladly cancel all my village appoint- 
ments for I feel that the need of 
these German prisoners is far 


greater. 
W. STANLEY SEAMAN. 
2 Great Russell Street, 
Northampton. 
= 


Another P.o.W. suggestion 


MANY of the PoWs who have just 
’ arrived in this country, from 
America and Canada were told by the 
authorities that they were being re- 
patriated: instead they come there 
and work under anything but satis- 
factory conditions. Who actually is 
to blame it is difficult to say but 
democracy suffers. “ : 
The failure to give anything like a 
date for their return is making many 
lose hope. There can be no demo- 
cracy without hope: there can be no 
few Germany. And what can we 
dio? 
C. H. Worrall makes a suggestion. 
May I make another? White and 


offer your support to the Prisoners of 


| 
| 
| 


broadcast on the Bikini experiment, 
the speaker said the bomb had be- 
haved “ eccentrically.” d 

Now eccentricity is a peculiarly 
human quality. Hitherto man has 
been regarded as the only creature 
whose nature it is to break his own 
rules and defy prediction. But here 
we find men taking the eccentricity 
of a bomb for granted. 


IF he would stop. there, nd 

merely regard atomic energv 

as his human equal, we might still 

make a wild guess at his future 

use of it. But he does not stop 
there. 

Having admitted that its ~ be- 
haviour is unpredictable and its 
powers incalculable. he makes the 
final gesture of submission and 
puts his faith in it, 

It will defend us, feed us, clothe 
us, and bring us prosperity. The 
new era belongs to it. Our life, 
henceforth, ts its. On it our hopes 
we fix, God save the King. 


In short, the has reached the 
final stage of Mechanomorphism 
and endowed his invention with 
divine attributes. 

It is therefore no use asking 
man whether the bomb will go off. 
He doesn’t know. He is not the 
boss; he only does what his inven- 
tions tell him. 

The Person to ask is The Bomb. 


War Assistance Society, Hon. Gen. 
Sec. Mary B. Foss, Shalden, near 
Alton, Hants. Let us not put up 
with slave labour under any govern- 
ment, let alone a Socialist one. 
KEITH C. TREACHER. 


35 Silverdale Road, 
Hove, 4, Sussex. 


World Emancipator? 


WV HILE cogitating as to why 
Russia should behave with 
such marked obtuseness, obduracy 
and isolationism as she customarily 
does at UNO functions, and the 
like, the question occurred to me: 
How can she possibly do otherwise? 
How indeed? She, the Socialist 
sixth of the world, is the custodian 
of the most advanced conception of 
government ever nationally 
attempted. The United Rulers of the 
remaining five-sixths of the world— 
the Bretton Woods Fraternity—have 
adroitly contrived to set up ag an 
entirely independent power, amenable 
to no control of any description by 
any national or international govern- 
ment. 

The Fund and the Bank alone have 
power (according to the Articles of 
Agreement) to terminate their own 
existence, or to amend their consti- 
tutions. The Fund’s property and 
asseis “shall be immune from search, 
requisition, eonfiscation, expropria- 
tion, or any other form of seizure 
by executive or legislative action.” 

True, the U.S.S.R. has signed the 
“Final Act,’ and paid her quota. 
But that, it seems to me, is just why 
Russia’s “awkwardness ’ is causing” 
such frightening headaches. 

It does mot necessarily involve 
passing judgment on the auality of 
her tactics to say that if the U.S.S.R. 
succeeds in wrecking the Bretton 
Woods scheme, workers throughout 
the whole world will. in due time, 
realise that they owe her pioneer- 
ing statesmen a debt of gratitude, 


materially so vast that none can 
assess it, and no words adequately 
express iit. 


CHAS. W. D. NEWMAN. 
Beecheroft. Brownshill, 
Stroud, Glos. 


HOUSMAN’S 


B THE GREAT WALL 
OF CHiN 
Franz Kafka &s. 6d. 
THE OUTSIDER 
—Albert Camus 6s. 
REPORT ON THE 
RUSSIANS 
—W.L. White 10s. 6d. 
TRE CONDITION OF 


F MAN 
—Lewis Mumford 25s. 
| CRITICAL ESSAYS 


—George Orwell 8s. Gd. 
124 SHAFTESBURY AVENUE, W.I. 
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CONSCRIPTION 
IN GERMANY 


G PEAKING in the Commons on 

the North German Coal Con- 
trol which “had to resort to com- 
pulsion and to conscript these 
miners for the Ruhr,” Major 
Ashley Bramall in this maiden 
speech on July 29, said: 

“ Befiore they launched the pro- 
gramme of conscription, there 
was no preliminary work of any 
kind which might have made that 
campaign more effective... . 

“The press gangs descended 
and the men were conscripted, 
When they got there, there were 
no welfare amenities at all. No - 
one met them. They were put 
into huts which had not been 
cleaned since they were occupied 
by Russian pnisoners of war. 
They were given verminous blan- 
kets. They were told that if they 
did not like it they could go 
home, an invitation which some 
50 per cent. of them accepted.” 

In his reply Mr. John Hynd 
admitted that the law permitted 
the direction of labour to the 
coal mines or to any other indus- 
try but “ direction is of very little 
use when you are dealing with 
unfit men.” The result has been 


a desertion rate of something like 
60 per cent. 


COMMUNITY BROADSHEET 


The Spring-Summer issue of the Community 
Broadsheet appears with a substantial supple- 
ment of the same size and price (9d. each: 
Chancton, Dartnel! Park, West Byfleet, 
Surrey). The Broadsheet itself is, as usual, 
full of interest. From experience we record 
our entire agreement with the writer of the 
article ‘‘Some Present Considerations”? when 
he says: ‘“‘ Community is often spoken of as an 
attempt to escape life, but it is eeldom so 
described by any who know what it is they 
are talking about.” The reports from the 
various communities naturally vary in vivid- 
ness, but they make an impressive body of 


witness. 
The title of the Supplement is ‘‘ Community 
and Youth.” It is full of information concern- 


ing the many experiments and achievements 


in youthwervice, and contains at least one 
article of outstanding merit: that on ‘* Com- 
munity, Tradition and Education,” by Frank 


Lea. Two thoroughly good ‘‘ninepennyworths” 
of practical pacifism. 


IS PEACE POSSIBLE ? 


The August issue of ‘One Wor!d,” organ 
of the Nationa] Peace Council, contains a ver- 
batim report of John Middleton Murry's 
address at the Kingsway Hall mecting on 
July 5 last entitled: ‘Is Peace Possible?” 


e ———— 


The Friends’ Relief Service depot for re- 
ceiving clothing for Europe has recently been 
transferred from ithe Bedford Institute to 
Haddo House, 163 Highgate Road, N.W.5. In- 
dividuals and groups who wish to send clothes 
to the Continent through the agency of the 
FRS should in future send it to that address. 


AM not going to write of 
James Maxton as one who 


mourns. Some time before 
the end came, his brother 
John wrote to me_ saying that 


he would like us al] to think of him 
— not as an invalid — but as the 
James we knew. Nor can I write of 
him as “Jimmy.” He was too big 
to be called Jimmy. I would as soon 
-write of Tommy Carlyle. I think of 
him as James Maxton. 

I met Jarges first in 1914, and we 
formed a friendship which lasted un- 
broken till the end. For the first 
time, and almost the last, I had met 
an “ intellectual’? who could under- 
stand a workman. James had met a 
workman who could speak his own 
language. When he emerged from 
prison in very poor health, the army 
was awaiting him. Fortunately I 
was in an exempted occupation and 
could hire my own, labourers. James 
became my labourer in a small ship- 
yard where we were building boats 
to be used on the rivers of Africa 
after the war. 

All this may seem irrelevant. Yet 
it revealed the real Maxton. He 
wanted to work in a shipyard. He 
felt it was not enough to talk to work- 
men. He wanted to know them in all 


“In great things and 
in little things — justice” 
A FURTHER TRIBUTE TO JAMES MAXTON 


by John Scanlon 


war in rreality-in the slums of Glas- 
gow. The stunted bodies of the men 
and women, and the badly-clothed, ill- 
nourished children who came to his 
school, created a deeper impression 
than could be conveyed by books. 

These impressions prevented James 
from becoming a statesman, and as 
he himself said, his mission jin life 
was to fan the flame of working 
class discontent. This explains why 
James was so often in conflict with 
the Labour Party, and sometimes 
with himself. As a Parliamentarian 
he was seeking to do for the workers 
what he firmly believed they ought 
to do for themselves. 


That outlook was revealed at the 
Socialist Internaticnal Conference at 
Berlin, where he poured scorn on the 
German Social Democrats. They had 
political power and all they could 
think of in 1929, as a remedy for 
their ills was, as James put it, “ to 
change their bankers.’ Yes, James 
was not constructive. On that fatal 
afternoon of September, 1939, James 
urged the House to think three times 
befcre declaring war. The “ construc- 
tive ?? minds knew better, 
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MR. JAMES MAXTON, formerly a 

teacher, has led the ILP in the House 

of Commons and was member for the 

Bridgeton Division of Glasgow for 
24 years, 


“With that I must say farewell to 
the finest mind I have ever known. 

But I think of him as he was— 
a hater of injustice, the worst of 
which is setting millions of workers 
at each others’ throats. I like, too, 
to remember that we could chuckle 
together over O. Henry and Wode- 
house. But above all, I wish James 
was still with us. 


their moods. 


Mark of Great Man 


I do not know how historians wll 
assess this great soul. Unless a new 
breed of school historians amise I feel 
they will not assess him at all. His 
path through life was not strewn 
with corpses. No heaps of rubble 
which now mark the towns of Europe 
can be attributed to James Maxton. 
In short ,as Mr. Attlee said of him 
in the House of Commons “ he was 
hot constructive,” and as historians 
prefer “constructive” minds, I feel 
James will find no place in the history 
books, 

But if I, who shared rooms with 
him in our shipyard days, were 
asked to assess him I would say that 
his greatest quality was his pas- 
sionate Jiove of justice and his hatred 
of iniustice, both in great things and 
in little. His capacity for true 
friendship was limitless, and no man 
in our time has drawn to him more 
abiding love and affection. That to 
me is the mark of the great man. 

He had read Marx, and Jater Lenin 


and Trotsky, but I doubt if these 


writings ever made a Jasting impres- 
sion on his mind. He saw the class 


Did You See? 


Reuter reported from Durban, 
June 16: About 30 Europeans tonight 
raided the “Indian passive resist- 
ance’ camp here, cut down the tents 
and carried them away. The Indians 
offered no resistance and there was 
no violence. 

* * * 


The estimated number of wrecks 
within the territorial limits of the 
United Kingdom, to be dispersed be- 
cause of danger to navigation, is over 
500. — Mr. Alexander,” Commons, 
July 17. 


* * * 


The fees, salaries and expenses in- 
curred to date in respect of officials 


engaged at the Nuremberg trials 
amount to £52,058; and at Tokyo, 
£7,336, 


* * * 


Over the first four months of this year, 
the infant mortality rate for the British 
zone of Germany and the British sector of 
Berlin was 111 per 1,000 live births. 


Permission to send food parcels 
abroad may be granted in the not too 
distant future. Pressed further on 
the subject Dr. Edith Sunvmerskill 
said in the House of Commons on 
24 in reply to Mr .Stokes: “If my 
hon. Friend will put another question 
in perhaps two months’ time, he may 
be more satisfied with the answer. 


Werds Pr Petes No. 182 
THE SEED 


PACIFISM bends to the blast, if it 

knows its doctrine, and finds a 
means of dropping its seed through 
the very intensity of the wind. It 
does not set itself up as an ivory 
tower of implacable principle and 
personal self-righteousness. It does 
the good it knows howsoever: and 
wheresoever it can, finding its 
“policy” like a mole in the ground. 

—Max Plowman (Letters, 1941). 
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sunny Surrey, modern vegetarian 
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‘‘ FEARS OF DOUBLE-CROSSING ” 


‘OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


the leaders of the Asiatic Russians, 
and most of the key positions in the 
Asiatic Soviet repubbics are in their 
hands; but in Soviet Russia the aim 
is to give the Asiatic a political and 
economic status equal to that of the 
European, as soon as may be. 


Democracy and Asiatic masses 


[t would not be possible to achieve 
this aim under any but anf 
authoritarian system. Political de- 
miocracy, in Asiatic countries. where 
the vast majority of the population fis 
literate, merely hands power and 
privilege to the educated minority, 
which is even more careless of the 
human rights of the peasants than 
authoritarian British officials. In 
China “he Kuomintang has a “ demo- 
cratic” orioination: but it thas be- 
©ome an arbitary clique of landlords 
and financiers, as ruthless towards 
the patient Chinese worker as ever 
the Manchu officials were. And 
when India becomes “ democratically ” 
self-moverning, will the ‘Indian 
worker and peasant fare any better 
than hrs Chinese brother has done? 
Democracy and self-government are 
much more likely to be a curse than 
a blessing to the Asiatic masses. 
Their onlv real chance of bettering 
their conditions lies in the spread of 
Russian influence and of Communism. 
The face of Communism thus appears 
quite different iin the East and the 
Middle-East from what it appears in 
the West. To the East it promises 
freedom, to the West tyranny. 


It is arguable that the liberation of 
the masses of Asia would be an event 
of more significance in human history 
than the collapse of liberty in the 
West: and that the good done by 
Russia <3 the votential emancipator 
of the East will outweigh the harm 
she does as the potential dictator of 
the West. What rs the sacrifice of 
the traditional liberties of 200 million 
Europeans when weighed against the 
material benefits that will be done to 
1,000 million Asiatics?- The incred- 
ible poverty of the East is the greatest 
of the mony edls which an en- 
Jiehtened humanitv has to overcome. 
Who, excent Russia. has any serious 
intention of conquering it? 


The humane policy 


N the abstract, the line of humane 
policy is obvious. Leave Asia 
and the Middle East to Russian in- 
fluence. Unfortunately, that simple 
suggestion comes up against the pro- 
found fear of Russia that the 
Western nations feel. If Russia 
were permitted to extend her in- 
fluence unchecked ‘n Asia, would it 
not be used to militarize the Asiatic 
masses and vitimately Jaunch them 
against the West? 

I do not know the answer to that 
one. My own conjecture is that if 
the Asiatic masses were emancipated 
under Russian jinsptration, Russia 
and they would have far too much to 
do to worry «about conquering the 
world. 

What is certain is that USA has 
no intention of allowing Russian in- 
fluence to extend unchecked in Asia. 
To be fair to the unstable combina- 
tion of idealism and ruthless busi- 
ness that is the USA, it has worked 
to compose the fierce hostility of the 
Chinese Communists and the Kuo- 
mintang. But when ‘it comes to a 
show-down (as it now has) there is 
no doubt to which side the help Of 
USA is’ being given. Chiang-kai- 
shek can trade on the American fear 
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af disease 


Nature Cure Practitioner 


8 Hayfield Rd., Moseley. Tel. SOUth. 0465 


DOUGLAS COTTRILL, Osteopath and 
Consultations by appointment only 


FRIENDS! ls. 6d. an hour 1s. 6d. an hour 
is the price you pay 
For a row on the Thames 
to keep you fit and gay 
from HAMMERTON’S FERRY, 
Twickenham any day— 
Where the restful beauty of 
river and trees 
Create thoughts of brotherhood, 
Peace and ease. 
(Do write Brother Attlee to 
abolish conscription please.) 


of Communism in China. That is a 
more compelling motive than thg sin- 
cere American dislike of the corrup- 
tion and tyranny of the Kuomintang. 


Repression of Communists 


NpUCH the same pattern i is likely to | 


he repeated tin an “independ- 
ent” India. The same financial and 
landlord interests that control the 
Kuomintang will probably control the 
government of the new India; and 
they will probably seek the help and 
alliance of Britian to enable them to 
suppress Communist-inspired move- 
ments among the masses. 

That pattern is already manifest in 
the Middle East. The Egyptian 
government is now engaged jin the 
violent repression of Communists, be- 
inind ‘an alliance with Britain. And 
in every country in the Middle East, 
the financial and landlord interests 
look to Britain to help them against 
popular movements imspired by Rus- 
sia. In Persia, no «Rubt, it is hard 
to say whether Russian policy is 
power-politics based on popular dis- 
contents. or a genuine urge to libera- 
tion seeking expression in terms of 
power. But. however equivocal may 
be some manifestations of the 
struggle, its main lines and its main 
significance are clear. Russia stands 
for the emancipation of the masses, 
and Britain, whether ceeking to ch eck 
the extension of Russian ‘influence, or 
merely trying to hang desperately on 
to her supvlies of raw materials, 
supports all those who are opposed to 
the emancipation of the masses. 


The links of Empire 


rINHE Britain that does these things 

is a Socialist Britain. The USA 
that does them iis not. Russia has 
therefore a valid excuse for declar- 
ing that there is nothing to choose 
between British Socialism and Ameri- 
can capitalism. When it comes down 
to brass-tacks, they are the same 
thing. 

The only way Britain could come 
clean, in Russian eyes, would be to 
cease altogether to support the Jand- 
lord and financial cliques throughout 
Asia. That could only be done if 
there were a revolutionarily new con- 
ception of British “ interests.” The 
perfectionist would say we ought to 
clear out of Asia and the Middle East 
altogether. But that is difficult. We 
are afraid of Russian iintentions: we 
do depend on Asia and the Middle 
East for raw-materials that are vital 
to us; the Commonwealth is just as 
scared as we are of “ weakening the 
links of Empire”; witness the uproar 
in Australia over the evacuation of 
Egypt. 

There is no simvle solution. 
how, British policv ought to be 
radically changed. The present policy 
is deeply discreditable, and it is bound 
to fail. Undoubtedly, it would be far 
hetter to withdraw entirely from the 
Middle East than to go on as we are 
going. We have not the resources 
now, even if we had the will, to 
sponsor a social revolution in the 
Middle Fast. And there is not enougrh 
basis of agreement between Russia, 
USA and Britain to make a United 
Nations trusteeship for regional de- 
velopment practically possible. The 
mutual fears of being double-crossed 
are too overwhelming to allow of con- 
structive and concerted action. 


Old weary problem 


WVE come back to the old weary 
"’ problem. Is understanding be- 
tween Russia and the other powers 


Some- 


possible? Certainly not ‘yet, is my 
disconsolate reply. It might be 
possible if they were canable of 


Russia could admit its inferiority in 
the West, and if the West could admit 
its inferiority in the East. Perhaps 
within some reasonable time circum- 
stances will force that realization 
uvon them both. Thus, for example, 
USA may learn that Communism is 
a better thing for China than any- 
thing she has to offer; and Russia may 
learn that Democratic Socialism is a 
better thing for Europe than anything 
she has to offer—if indeed it is. For 
that depends upon how the nations of 
every Europe behave towards each 
other. 


SES each other objectively: if 


A gathering of about 70 friends and mem- 
bers of the Tewkesbury and District Peace 
Group took place at Malvern Meeting House 
on July 20. 

John Hoyland spoke of the great possibilities 
in our work for reconciliation and peace. Our 
work had been helped by the success of the 
non-violence of Gandhi against a great World 

t Power. 


ACROSS FRONTIERS 


A FRIEND just back from 


Switzerland tells me that 
there was very little love lost be- 
tween the Swiss and the German 

troops manning their frontier. 

One night a German_ unit 
capped a lone series of insults by 
tipping all their refuse over the 
Swiss side of the boundary. 

On the following might the 
Swiss responded by putting a box 
of butter on the German side 
with a little note: “ Each gives 
what he thas.” : 

—Peterborough, in the Daily 

Telegraph, July 22. 


P.O.W.s 


REPATRIATION 
HOPES 


TYECLARING that the government 

was acting in accordance with 
the spirit of the Geneva Cionvention 
with regard to German prisoners of 
war in this country, Mr. Noel-Baker, 
Minister of State, speaking in the 
House of Commons last week, 
promised that the repatriation of 
these men was being pressed forward 
as hard as possible, 

“We have no intention of keeping 
them ihere as slaves for an indefinite 
future, as Hitler kept displaced 
persons in Germany,” he said. 

During August, owing to the hair- 
vest, only a few hundreds would be 
repatriated, but it was hoped to re- 
store the monthly figure of 2,000 in 
September. He recognised that the 
time was coming when the rate 
would thave to be wery greatly | iin- 
creased, but very important decisions 
had still to be takey and the situa- 
trion did not enable the government to 
take those decisions yet. 

The number of prisoners held 
under British eontrol on June 30, 
1946, was 515,918, compared with 
490,862 on December 31, 1945, 
according to Mr. J. J. Lawson. The 
latest ‘“‘screenings’”’ are: 


White ... 25,512 
Grey . 211,947 
Black .. 61,288 
Unscreened sey Mn EA le 
515,918 


Mr. Lawson, in the Commons on 
July 23, went on to say that reports 
on the morale of prisoners were re- 
ceived monthly as regards prisoners 
of war held in the United Kingdom 
and Middle East, who constitute 94 
per cent. of the total holding; reports 
on the remainder were received from 
time to time. The most recent re- 
ports indicate that morale, which had 
improved with the increased arrival 
of mail from Germany, has recently 
shown some decline due to various 
causes. 


‘Sooner or later’ 


A RGUING, at an International Co- 
4% operative Day demonstration at 
Mansfield, the necessity for sending 
food to Germany, Mr. Norman Smith, 
(Labour MP for S. Nottingham) 
asked: “ What put Hitler into power— 
1933 and six million unemployed? 

“Tf you are going to deny to the 
defeated nation hope, and give il no 
chance to get up again, sooner or later 
a new [Hitler will arise.” 

Mr. Smith had just returned, with other 
MP’s, from Germany. He described scenes in 
Berlin and Hamburg: “ You go for miles along 
street after street and see nothing but rubble 
and ruin and desolation. People are living in 
the cellars, and it is almost heartbreaking 
to see the courage with which men come home 
from work at night and do their best to clear 
the mess ups 


Refugees help 


Canada 


HOSPITALITY to refugees is pay- 
ing good dividends to Canada in 

at least one striking case—that of 
150 families from Sudetenland who 
have transformed great tracts of 
Dawsion Creek County iin, the Peace 
River district of the Canadian N-West. 
These Germans, fleeing from Hitler 
after the absorption of Czechoslovakia 
in 1939, were settled in an unin- 
habited stretch of territory, almost 
entirely bushland. Most of it is now 
under cultivation. The Sudeten Ger- 
mans have paid in full for their land. 
None of the settlers plan to return to 
Europe. Worldover Press. 


World unity of 
Churches 


MNPHE first international conference 
= of Christians and Jews which 
met at Oxford last week-end, decided 
to make representations to the Paris 
Peace Conference on the urgent 
problem of anti-Semitism. It was 
decided that an international council, 
which is to be created, will seek the 
co-operation of Christians and Jews 
throughout the world in social and 
cultural work and will aim at the 
elimination of religious and racial 
antagonisms. 

The conference was attended by 
representatives of fifteen countries 
and included all the religious cont- 
munities—Roman Catholic, Jewish, 
Protestant and Orthodox. 


‘Power Politics’ 


A NOTHER international -confer- 

ence which gathered last week 
was that arranged by the World 
Council of Churches. It met in 
Cambridge to consider the formation 
of a commission through which the 
churches can influence the trend of 
power politics. 

Mr. Dulles, who is chairman of the 
Federal Commission on a Just and 
Durable Peace, New York, told the 
press: “There is no real doubt in my 
mind that the commission will in fact 
be established, supported by the 
World Council of Churches and the 
International Missionary Council.” 

Mr. Walter W. Van Kirk gave a 
warning that the churches were fac- 
ing a critical moment in the world. 
“ Power politics is seeking to expand 
its influence,” he said. ‘ The United 
Nations may die, but we do not want 
it to die because the Christian church 
is too weak.” 
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No food : No peace 


N R. TRYGVE LIE, UNO Secre- 
+"* tary-General, speaking at the 
opening of the UNRRA Conference 
in Geneva on Monday said: “No 
stable peace iis possible without siocial 
and economic justice. 

“There can be no peace without 
justice; no peace without food, homes 
and clothing. Political divergences 
ean be settled. Therefore I am not 
pessimistic about the issue of the 
Paris Conference.” 


bd * * 


The rehabilitation work of UNRRA 
is to be taken over by the International 
Food and Agricultural Organisation 
at the end of the present year. 

Sir John Boyd Orr as head of FAO 
will take over selected staff from 
UNRRA when the latter closes down, 
and will carry out its “Rehabilitation” 
commitments, if possible by means 
of long-term credits. 

Mr. La Guardia hopes to see the 
“Relief” work of UNRRA transferred 
to UNO, who will be asked to act as 
trustees for the fulfilment of relief 
contracts. 


To all P.P.U. 
‘members 


If you have moved within the last 

year or two and have not notified 

SA ee will you PLEASE 
do so NOW? 


Write to the Records Dept., 


PPU, 6 Endsleigh St., WC1, 
or phone EUSton 5501. 


Please ‘include the old address as 
our cards are filed under districts, 


not under names. 


LARRATT BATTERSBY 
Publications 


THE KINGDOM HERALD 


10s. post free annual sub. 
1s. single copy 


THE PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN 


8s. post free annual sub. 
3d. single copy 
Enquiries to: 
“The Practical Christian,” 
91, Park Lane, Poynton, 
Cheshire 


LEARN THE TRUTH 
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